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President’s Letter

Come One, Come All

The next club meeting will be March 5 at the clubhouse in Morenci, Michigan. 
Traditionally we have a silent auction after the meeting with specimens and samples of 
old collections usually showing up on the auction table. Come and check it out. But you 
don’t have to wait until then to get together. We will be making more grab bags on 
February 25. This is easy to do. Come and help out. At the last grab bag get together 
Sherm Kardatzke assembled our new “Cab King” machine. It looks very good. Come 
and try it out. 

The Jackson Club will be holding their annual Gem and Mineral show St. Patrick’s Day 
weekend. They have a great show at the Jackson County Fairgrounds. We will be 
cracking geodes and demonstrating there. You will definitely want to attend. I’ll see you 
‘round. 

Best regards,
Eddie

Secretary’s Report

The February 5, 2023 meeting of the State Line Gem and Mineral Society was held at 
the clubhouse with eleven members present. The meeting opened at 2:15 with Richard 
Brzezicki leading the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. Introductions were in order 
as three new members were in attendance! Scott Gibson from the Battle Creek Michigan
area and Logan Law and Tiffany Emery from Wauseon, Ohio. Thank you for joining our
club. 

A remembrance was given in memory of member Christine Taylor. She was a wire wrap 
artist and jewelry designer who participated in many club functions with her husband, 
Bud, as “Chris Rocks.” She did fine work and will be sorely missed. There was no 
secretary report for the January meeting at the Fiesta Ranchero Restaurant in Adrian, 
Michigan.  And there was no “Rock Trails” for February as our editor, Kathy Boyers, 
was out west collecting rocks. 



The treasurer’s report and proposed budget for 2023 was presented by Doris Brzezicki 
and approved. There was an additional $2000 increase for machinery expenses. It was 
moved to purchase a new “Cab King” grinder-polisher for the club through Sherman 
Kardatzke. The motion passed.

The need for more grab bags to be made and stuffed was discussed and scheduled for 
February 11th and 25th at 10:00 at the clubhouse. Everyone is welcome to attend. Field 
trips were also discussed with Doris Brzezicki offering to help with any coordination of 
events wherever there is an interest. Thank you Doris.

The meeting was adjourned a little after 3 pm. Charlene Hacker won the door prize, an 
abalone shell. Congratulations, Charlene. She also gave a presentation on the benefits of 
Himalayan Salt Lamp deionizers. Thank you, Charlene.

Respectfully submitted,
Edmund Jarzembski
Secretary Pro Tem

Treasurer’s Statement

 2023 Dues for membership in the State Line Gem & Mineral Society are now due.

The Dues are: Family Membership (Husband and Wife and Children under 18 years of 
age, all living under one roof)- $15.00, Individual Adult Membership (All individuals 
over 18 years of age) - $10.00. 

I have sent e-mails or snail mail notices to the members who have not paid their dues to 
date. If dues are not paid by March 15, you will not receive the next newsletter.

Editor’s Note

There are so many events in the month of March, that they don’t all fit on the March 
Calendar.  Please notice the included flyers to see all of this month’s happenings.



How To Make Rocks Look Wet and Shiny (No 
Tumbler? No Problem)

by Rock Seekr     

It is possible to give your rocks a lasting, shiny finish without waiting for the weeks-
long process required by a tumbler. There are a number of methods with varying results, 
depending on the type of rock you are attempting to polish and the time you’re willing to
invest.

The first step is choosing the best rocks for polishing. There are some types of rocks that
simply do not polish well. Softer rocks can be damaged by abrasive materials or will 
soak up finishes and become dull again over time. So it’s best to choose harder stones 
for a wet look finish.

Next, make sure you stay safe by protecting yourself when applying any finish. Gloves 
will protect your hands from rock shards while sanding and chemicals when applying a 
finish. Depending on your polishing method, you may also need eye or other face 
protection.

Lastly, choose your polishing method. You can find any number of online sites filled 
with suggestions to try. Here are a few to consider.

1. Emery Cloth

Emery sandpaper can be found at your local hardware store. It can have either a paper or
cloth backing. You’ll want cloth backing for rock polishing, in varying grits from 40-
320.Begin sanding with a heavy grit and work gradually down to the finest grit cloth, 
keeping the rock wet to prevent damage and help remove excess material. Once you’re 
satisfied with the smoothness of your rock finish, use felt to rub in a coat of aluminum 
oxide, which can be obtained at most craft stores. The result should be a shiny, smooth-
to-the-touch finish to display and enjoy.

https://www.rockseeker.com/author/dongerigyahoo-com/


2. Diatomaceous Earth

Diatomaceous earth consists of the tiny fossil remains of ancient diatoms. It can be 
bought in the gardening section of your local hardware store, and often in craft stores as 
well. Shop around for the smallest possible particle size when polishing stones.

Diatomaceous earth has been used as a mild abrasive for centuries. The powdery 
substance shines while retaining as much of the rock’s surface as possible. You can use a
soft cloth to rub the powder on the rock, or place rocks with 5-times as much earth in a 
plastic food container and shake, checking periodically until you’ve achieved the desired
results. Shaking one rock at a time will prevent them from bumping together and 
possibly damaging each other.

3. Toothpaste or Car Wax

Two other choices for hand polishing are whitening toothpaste or car wax. If you decide 
to try toothpaste, choose a plain white paste, no gels or bright colors. The paste will 
remove stains from stones just as it would from your teeth but is nonabrasive enough to 
protect the rock’s surface.

Car wax would be applied just as you apply it to your vehicle. Apply to clean, dry stones
with a moist, soft cloth. Let each coat dry before gently buffing. You may apply 2-3 
coats to achieve a high shine.

4. Oil

Smooth stones may also be brought to a high, wet-look shine with oil. Jojoba oil is one 
good choice, as it will not become sticky or rancid as some kitchen oils will. Thoroughly
soak the rocks in oil and allow 5-10 minutes for it to soak in. Then gently remove excess
oil with an absorbent cloth.

Mineral oil is also an excellent polishing oil to use after hand-sanding. This is a great 
method to use on softer rocks, such as Petoskey stones.
The results of any of the above polishing methods may dull over time, especially if the 
rocks are frequently handled. A resin or other chemical-based clear coat may offer a 
more permanent finish.

5. Resin-based Polish

Resin-based finishes are available as a spray or as a pour-on clear, high gloss finish. 
Apply these types of finishes outside or in a well-ventilated area. You’ll need a shallow 
cardboard box or another disposable work surface large enough to handle overspray.

https://www.wikihow.com/Polish-Rocks


Spread stones out so that they do not touch. If you’re using a spray resin, apply light 
layers from 6-8 inches away. Let dry between layers, then for about 30 minutes before 
turning and repeating on the other side. Usually, 2-3 layers are sufficient to produce the 
desired glossy, wet look. Let the stones cure for a couple of days before placing them 
together in a container for display.

A pour-on, clear resin can be applied with a paintbrush. This type of resin can be applied
to the entire stone or used to highlight specific features, such as gemstone in rough rock. 
As with a spray, several layers can be applied. Always allow the stone to dry thoroughly 
between coats.

Clear resin also has a stabilizing effect on some rocks, such as turquoise, making it the 
preferred medium for shine and durability.

6. Water-based Silicone or Polycrylic

Spray silicone coatings penetrate rocks to produce a shiny, wet look. However, a silicone
spray finish may dull over time. A more permanent shine may be attained with a 
polycrylic or polyurethane coating.

Water-based coatings are preferable because oil-based finishes may discolor over time, 
causing your rock to take on a yellowish tint. A polyurethane exterior coating can be 
applied with a paintbrush or spray gun. The coating hardens as it dries and is available in
various finish types, such as satin or high-gloss.

Clear cast epoxy works in a similar way. Youtube offers live instruction for applying 
these types of finishes to certain specimens of your rock collection. Some collectors 
prefer a dull or matte finish, but if you’re looking for a durable, wet and shiny look, 
there are plenty of chat-style sites for opinions as well as step by step DIY sites to 
choose from.

New Members

Please add these new members to your membership lists.

Tiffany Emery, Logan Law, Jonathan Hill, Henna Law, Ian Law, 117 E Oak St, 

Wauseon, OH 43567 (567) 454-7745 prickelfish@gmail.com

Scott Gibson, 576 Lakeview Ave, Battle Creek, MI 49015 (269) 317-5868 

sgibson486@yahoo.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wod9BkQWy8Y
https://sciencing.com/stabilize-raw-turquoise-8400447.html
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