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President’s Letter

What’s One More?

We participate in so many fairs and festivals in a year, what’s one more to add to our 
calendar? Of course we would say yes to the city of Morenci’s Fall Festival. How much 
easier could we have it? Set up was one block west of the clubhouse, short hours from 4-
7 PM enough membership to help. A special thanks to Bill Schultz for set up and Curt 
and Linda Miller for helping out. The attendance was great in spite of the strong west 
wind and driving rain. We sold many geodes and met many local people who appreciate 
what we do. It looks like the Morenci Fall Festival will become another fun annual event 
for us.

I would like to thank Kathy Boyers for her faithful service as “Rock Trails” editor. She 
will be retiring from that office at the end of the year. Her expertise on the computer 
made “Rock Trails” colorful and informative with studio tips, geography, articles on 
rocks, and the calendar of events.  Thanks again, Kathy.

Best Regards,
Eddie 

Secretary’s Report

The October 1, 2023 meeting was called to order at 2:20. Richard Brzezicki led the 
invocation and pledge of allegiance. There were twelve members present. A special 
recognition was given to Bill and Phyllis Sipes, longtime members and active 
participants at club functions. Also the club introduced new member David Hall from 
Tecumseh. David has quite a worldwide geology background while working for 
Guardian Industries. A warm welcome from the club to Dave, and a huge thank you to 
Bill and Phyllis.

The secretary’s report was approved as written in “Rock Trails.” The treasurer’s report 
was given by Richard Brzezicki on behalf of his wife Doris and approved. There was a 
brief discussion concerning making higher yields on our bank account. More discussion 



will be at future meetings.

Bill Schultz organized our participation for the Morenci Fall Festival and Tecumseh’s 
Apple-Umpkin on October 7 and 14, 15 respectively. It was agreed not to have “member 
sales” at Tecumseh though we have two tent spaces reserved.  

Charlene Hacker suggested a cash money box at our events, which might be more 
convenient and something to consider.  Bill Schultz is still pondering an ultra violet light 
box for our events for next year and talking to Erik the “Yooperlite” guy.

Also on the agenda was the nomination of officers for next year. At the meeting those in 
current positions agreed to continue for the next year of 2024.

The meeting ended about 3:30. The next meeting is scheduled for November 5th at the 
clubhouse. Curt Miller won a calcite crystal for the door prize. Congratulations Curt.

Henry Porter gave a presentation with some old coins he had collected. Among the coins 
there were 3 cent nickels, half dimes, a three cent piece, a large cent and a one dollar 
token from the Lathrop Coal Company to be used at the company store, which prompted 
some of us to sing the refrain from the Tennessee Ernie Ford hit “Sixteen Tons” Thank 
you Henry for your old coin presentation.

Respectfully submitted,
Edmund Jarzembski
Secretary Pro Tem

New Member

A big welcome to:
David Hall
311 S. Pearl St
Tecumseh, MI  49286
davidrhalljr@gmail.com
(313) 600-0528

mailto:davidrhalljr@gmail.com


Top 10 Agate Hunting Tips For Rockhounds
by Rock Seeker 

Whether it’s along the shorelines of Lake Superior or on the beaches of the great Pacific 
Northwest, agate hunting is an incredibly popular pastime for many rockhounds. And 
rightfully so!

Available is such a wide variety of colors, many agates are naturally tumbled and can be 
plucked from the beach in beautiful gemstone condition, making them the crown jewel 
of any rockhounds collection.

Agates, however, can be very illusive, even to the experienced rockhound. So if you’re 
planning on heading out to try your luck at finding a pocket full of natures tumbled 
gemstones, consider taking a look at some of these agate hunting tips I put together for 
you.

For Lake Superior Agate Hunters!
Agate Hunting Made Easy: How to Really Find Lake Superior Agates 

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1591933269?tag=rockseeker-lasso-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1591933269?tag=rockseeker-lasso-20


For Northwest Agate Hunters!
Agate Hunting on the Oregon Coast: A Guide to the 40 Best Agate Hunting Sites 

My Best Agate Hunting Tips

1. Look For Beaches That Have Exposed Gravel Beds

My favorite location to look for agates is along the beaches in Oregon. But regardless of 
where your favorite agate hunting location is, you should always keep an eye out for 
exposed gravel beds.

Many of these gravel beds are completely covered by sand the majority of the time. But 
when the ocean does decide to remove the sand, these newly exposed gravel beds can be 
a hotspot for agates.

2. Use Winter To Your Advantage

There are a couple reasons why I like to hunt for agates during the winter months.     
First, if you’re in an area where crowds tend to congregate, you’ll often find yourself 
completely alone during the colder, rainier winter months. This means more agates for 
you!

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1736275003?tag=rockseeker-lasso-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1736275003?tag=rockseeker-lasso-20


Second, some of the largest storms pass through during the winter. These strong storms 
are what move sand and gravel around.  Agates that are typically under water or covered 
by sand are brought to shore and exposed during these storms.

3. Keep The Sun Behind You

Try to hunt for agates with the sun at your back. If it’s not possible to have the sun at 
your back, then keeping the sun directly in front of you also works well.  Agates are 
translucent, and if you can get the angle of the sun just right, it will appear as if the 
agates are filled with sunlight, illuminating them and making them much easier to spot.

In addition, agate hunting can be best in the early morning or later afternoon and 
evening hours when the sun is lower in the sky. I’ve found that this lower angle of the 
sun helps illuminate the agates causing them to “glow” and make them much easier to 
find as they stand out from the rest of the surrounding rocks.

4. Use A Sand Scoop

As rockhounds and agate hunters, we spend hours upon hours walking creeks, beaches 
and shorelines looking for agates and other natural treasures.  How many times in a day 
do we bend down to investigate a possible find or a pretty rock? Countless times!

That’s why I started using a beach sand scoop. The one I use and recommend is the Sand 
Dipper.

The Sand Dipper is a stainless steel ‘basket’ beach sand scoop that’s attached to the end 
of a telescoping aluminum rod.  All you have to do is extend the pole out to your desired 
length, scoop up your agate and the wire mesh basket strains out the sand and other 
debris.  All that’s left is your agate, seashell or other treasure you wanted to pick up!  
And you never had to bend over to get it!

Sand Dipper Beach Scoop

This tool isn't for everyone. I'm listing it here for those who just aren't able to reach 
down and pick things up off the ground as easy as before. So, if you spend much time 
beachcombing, then you'll want to give this one a try. It's well worth it.

• Great for those with trouble bending down to pick up items.
• Access Hard To Reach Spots
• Stay Dry
• Doubles as a Walking Stick

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00A4H4ZQ4?tag=rockseeker-lasso-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00A4H4ZQ4?tag=rockseeker-lasso-20


 

5. Have Patience

“Good things come to those who wait”. This statement has never been more true than 
with agate hunting. Speaking from experience, you could be in the middle of one of the 
best agate hunting areas known to man and still not find an agate for a very long time.

Don’t think that you’ll be able to walk out to your rock collecting area, spend 15 
minutes looking and expect to walk out with a pocket full of agates.

Plan on spending at least an hour or more looking for agates. Of course you may find 
some much sooner than that, but don’t plan on it. Plan on spending a little bit of time 
searching before any start jumping out at you.

6. Don’t Walk Too Slow

Hunting agates can at times become overwhelming. As we stroll along the beach or 
shoreline, we want to look at every single thing on the ground that catches our eye. As a 
result, we stop, pick up the item and investigate. Then we continue on, trying to see 
everything as we walk along.

The problem with this is our brains begin to “shut down” as a result of the visual 
stimulus overload, which means we can easily over look the agates that are literally right 
there in front of us.

To combat this, try walking a little faster, keeping your eyes open for only the agates, 
and help train your brain to filter out the other “pretty stones”.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00A4H4ZQ4?tag=rockseeker-lasso-20


7. Confidence In Knowing What To Look For

There’s a story on miningjournal.com that talks about a husband and wife who spent 20 
years hunting agates together. While the husband was successful at finding agates during 
their outings, the wife on the other hand had never found a single agate.

Worried that the wife would give up, the husband decided to plant a few agates on the 
beach for her to find.

Strangely enough, the wife never found those agates! Eventually, after passing by them 
multiple times, she finally found all of the agates the husband had planted. And now she 
has been successfully spotting agates ever since.

This just goes to show that once she became confident in knowing what she was looking 
for, she was able to start spotting agates successfully.

8. If All Else Fails, Dig!

Another successful strategy for finding agates is to spend some time digging. If you’ve 
got the energy to do so, digging down through the different layers of rock piles can yield 
really good results if done in the right spot.

Since I prefer to walk along the shoreline looking for agates, I usually reserve this 
method if I’m really late to the beach and the crowds have already had a chance to scour 
the hunting grounds.

9. Avoid The Crowds

I’ve mentioned this earlier, but I want to reiterate how important it is. If you can avoid 
the crowds and other rock collectors, you’re going to have much better success. There’s 
a couple things you can do to help avoid the crowds and ensure that you’re the first one 
to find the agates.

First, try to go early in the morning when other agate collectors are still sipping on their 
coffee and reading the news. The early bird gets the worm has never been more true than 
for agate hunting.

Second, try to access beaches that the crowds generally do not flock to. Some of my 
most successful agate hunting trips have been on canoeing trips where we made our way 
to beaches that were seldom visited by humans. These beaches are typically littered with 
not just agates, but jasper,  petrified wood, and other collectible rocks.



        10. Bring An Agate Along With You

I read about this agate hunting tip on  Reddit.com and really liked it, so I wanted to be 
sure to include it on this list of agate hunting tips.

If you’re hunting in a new area or are just new to hunting for agates in general, bring an 
agate along with you from home. When you get there, drop it on a gravel bar to get a 
sense of how it looks lying there among the other rocks and debris.

Doing this is going to help train your eye to pick the agate out from the rest of the 
gravel. Once you have your eye attuned to the look of the agate, you’ll be able to spot 
them regardless of their color or shape.

What Are Agates?
Agates are those translucent banded rocks you find on beaches and gravel bars.  Agates 
are a variety of microcrystalline quartz. They’re typically used as a semiprecious stone 
when it’s a desirable quality and color.

Agates typically form by the deposition of silica from groundwater in the cavities of 
igneous rocks. This is why sometimes some of the larger agates you find have smooth, 
round surfaces.  Essentially, the igneous rock the agate formed inside of was a mold for 
the agate. Fortunately, the state of Oregon is prime for creating incredible looking 
agates.

How Do You Identify Agates On The Beach?
One of the most interesting things I’ve noticed about agates are their many different 
colors. You can find any color you could imagine, as well as some that are much more 
rare and unusual. Each individual agate has a completely unique appearance too due to 
the different minerals in its composition which ultimately creates this amazing variety of 
colors!

The best way to identify an agate on a beach is by looking at its opacity (translucent 
quality). All agates have translucency when they are held up towards natural light, but 
some have a higher degree of transparency than others. Opacity can be attributed to 
many factors including mineral content and crystalline form, so it’s important not only 
for identification but also because it helps tell what kind of agate you’ve found.



November 2023 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

 

 
Courtesy of WinCalendar More Calendars: December, January, 2023 

 

Gem and 
Mineral 
Society 
Monthly 
Meeting

2 pm

MMRC 
Annual Show

Chippewa
Nature Ctr.

400 S. 
Badour Rd.
Midland, MI
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Courtesy of WinCalendar.com More Calendars from WinCalendar: January, February, March 

 

Gem and 
Mineral 
Society 
Monthly 
Meeting

2 pm

Gem, 
Jewelry, and 

Mineral Expo, 
11355 

Chester Rd.
Sharonville, 

OH.

Gem,  
Jewelry, and 

Mineral Expo,
11355 

Chester Rd.
Sharonville, 

OH.
Gem, 

Jewelry, and 
Mineral Expo,

11355 
Chester Rd.
Sharonville, 

OH



Meetings are held on the first Sunday of each month at 2 PM, at 201 West Main St, Morenci, MI  49256
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